source of information when beginning a search of the literature in relation to particular problems. Throughout the book great care has been taken to put forward relatively unbiased accounts of treatment and management or indicating areas of controversy. On the other hand, there is little or no attempt, despite the introductory chapter on basic concepts, to explain the underlying pathophysiological disturbances leading to particular diseases, syndromes, or complications.
The book is, generally, adequately illustrated although there are a surprising number of illustrations and investigations that are now rarely used, such as air encephalograms and ventriculograms, and most of the angiograms are conventional X-ray images, rather than digitized subtraction images. In some respects the book is somewhat under-illustrated.
There are particular weaknesses in relation to the indications for surgical treatment of conditions such as lumbosacral disc lesions in which much emphasis is placed on the symptoms and signs of disease, and diagnosis, but little information is given as to the outcome of rest, physiotherapy, manipulation, surgical treatment, etc. Similarly, although there is a long discussion on the various methods of treatment that have been tried for the alleviation of cerebral tumour, the precise results of the various forms of treatment do not receive clear numerical attention. Many of the references in the latter section are strikingly old. The best sections in this book are those relating to clearly defined entities such as peripheral nerve palsies, the various neuromuscular diseases, and the other specific disorders.
It is clearly impossible, given the current rapid pace of advances in diagnosis, management, and understanding of pathophysiology of diseases of the nervous system, for one person to maintain an encyclopaedic knowledge of the whole subject; Sir John, however, has made as good an attempt at this task as anyone could be expected to do. This is a very welcome new edition.
MSWASH

Consultant Neurologist
The London Hospital Ultrasound in Perinatal Care (Perinatal Practice, vol 1) M J Bennett (ed) pp 187 £19.50 ISBN 0-471-90384-1 Chichester: John Wiley 1984 This is the first in the series of five books aimed at bridging the gap between obstetrics and neonatal medicine. This first volume contains ten chapters by twelve contributors, half of whom are from the United Kingdom. The initial chapter considers the physical aspects of ultrasound measurements and, although the subject is well covered in most other similar books, this particular contribution is readily understandable to those less familiar with the subject.
The problem of reproducibility of measurements is then confronted and the difficulties associated with attempted prediction of birth weight are discussed in great detail. Many of the more extravagant claims for birth weight prediction are presented but are not critically discussed, and those readers not familiar with the nuances of statistical analysis will find this chapter somewhat incomprehensible. The contribution on other fetal measurements describes only the author's results and would have benefited from a more critical review of the rest of the world literature.
Amongst the other sections in the book, those on the diagnosis of fetal anomalies and amniocentesis and fetoscopy are particularly useful. In particular, the literature review of the risks of amniocentesis will provide the obstetrician with much useful and reassuring information for patients about to undergo amniotic puncture. The last chapter covers the subject of neonatal intraventricular haemorrhage. This is undoubtedly the weakest chapter in the book, with technically poor images obtained with inappropriate apparatus by an author who presents his own personal view rather than a distillation of opinions from those with more experience.
The book does not include a contribution on the value of ultrasound for imaging the abdominal organs, particularly liver and kidneys in the neonatal period, but does include an excellent section on paediatric echocardiography, The specialty of perinatal medical imaging is new and rapidly expanding. Many of the more recent developments are not adequately covered in this volume but it will nevertheless make a useful introduction to the subject for those with little experience of it. HYLTON The text is essentially that of the third (1977) edition, now greatly enhanced by the inclusion of carefully chosen illustrations. They have been reproduced in black and white on ordinary paper, but the print quality is good and their sources are listed. The book therefore consists of 34 mini essays, each with an appropriate illustration, a biblical text and a challenging opening statement. The author then discusses that topic, drawing upon biblical, historical and literary sources.
Some biblical illnesses can be readily identified; others may call for educated guesses. Because of his medical expertise, Dr Greenblatt offers endocrinological interpretations wherever applicable. These shed fascinating light on incidents in both Testaments, but -as he points out -some depend on the biblical version consulted, e.g. the apparent reference in Job to galactorrhoea. In other instances, errors have crept into manuscripts over the centuries; thus where gall was said to be offered to Jesus on the cross, it is more likely that the Syriac word 'mur' (myrrh) was inadvertently copied, at one stage, as 'mar' (gall).
Nevertheless, the book is very readable. It is particularly interesting to those familiar with the major episodes in the Bible which it puts, with erudition and humour, into the context of later developments in medicine.
Despite the ten years since the type was set, the contents are still remarkably topical. The next edition would be an opportunity to revise the closing doggerel and its sources, which should read 'How odd/of God/to choose/the Jews' (W NEwer) -'But odder still/are those who choose/a Jewish God/but spurn the Jews' (Cecile Brown).
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